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Abstract

This study aims to develop a scale of the elder learners’ social support. A total of 940
questionnaires were distributed. The total number of valid questionnaires was 878 after excluding 48
invalid questionnaires, and the recovery rate was 93.4%. In this study, 150 surveys were randomly
selected from 868 questionnaires for the pilot study, and 878 surveys were used for confirmatory
factor analysis. “The Scale of the Elder Learners’ Social Support” includes affective support, tangible
support, and informational support. After item analysis, content validity, factor analysis and reliability
analysis, the results assured that each item has discrimination power, and belong to the structure of the
scale. The reliability coefficient of the subscale is between .92 to .93, and the reliability coefficient of
the overall scale was .93, which meant that this scale had strong internal consistency. The results of the
confirmatory factor analysis showed that the scale has a good fit, as well as good convergence validity

and discrimination validity. This scale, which was found to have good reliability and validity, will be a
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useful tool for future researchers and practitioners.
Keywords: The Elder Learners, Social Support, Exploratory Factor Analysis, Confirmatory

Factor Analysis
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